Wavelets from Waterloo                [1*1$
Nevertheless as it turned out this was just exactly what
he was called upon to do; for the gallant old Bliicher on
his march to join his comrade, met with a series of misfortunes.
First of all a fire broke out in the principal street of Wavre,
which delayed the march of the main body of his army,
and created a panic owing to its proximity to the ammunition
wagons. Then, when they were finally on the way, the
roads, owing to the recent heavy rains, were found to be
almost impassable, the guns of the artillery sinking axle
deep into the mire, so that it seemed to the dispirited men
as if they were asked to perform a miracle.
Perhaps it was only the inspiration of their lion-hearted
leader and his brave determination not to break faith, that
enabled his troops to arrive in time to give any co-operation
at all. For though they were in action between five and
six o'clock in the afternoon at the village of Planchenoit,
in the rear of Napoleon's right, it was not until the end of
the day when all was over and the French on the run, that
any Prussian troops appeared on the actual field of Waterloo.
Posterity has been guilty of a lot of petty controversy
concerning the relative merits of the British and the Prussians
in this Battle, and a feeling of rivalry and partisanship has
crept up, which never existed in the minds of the two great
Commanders, who knew that each of their armies were a
part of the same scheme, and that each worthily did their
part.
The merit of the Duke's army lay in hanging on and
beating the French without the aid upon the battlefield of
its powerful ally. Had the Duke been beaten before the
Prussians arrived, Napoleon could have turned all his atten-
tion on Bliicher's army, which might have resulted in stale-
mate and the war would have been much prolonged.
The merit of Bliicher's army lies in having surmounted
its difficulties in time to make its weight felt in the balance
of the scales of victory.
Perhaps, too, their tardy arrival was one of the salient
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